AJOLOIN'

Finding a Triumph That




The Trophyin the
Kitchen

Elena sat at her kitchen table in Chicago,
wearing a team scarf over her work clothes.
She was exhausted because she had stayed
up until midnight watching the championship
game. Her team had won in the final seconds.
Even though she was tired, she felt an unusual
spark of energy.

When the winning goal was scored, Elena had
jumped so high she nearly hit the ceiling. She
screamed until her voice cracked and
immediately texted every person she knew.
This morning, she felt like she was walking on
air. When she saw a stranger on the train
wearing the same team logo, they shared a
knowing nod and a smile.

She had not kicked the ball. She had not spent
months training in the heat or enduring the
pressure of the playoffs. Yet, as she scrolled
through the highlights on her phone, she kept
saying the word "we."

We did it. We are the champions.

For a few hours, the victory made Elena feel
strong and successful. It felt like she had
finally won something significant. But as the
workday went on, the normal pressures of her
life started to return.




She had been trying to be more patient with
her difficult coworkers, but she snapped at a
teammate before noon. She had promised
herself she would be more present for her
family, but she felt the familiar weight of her
own mistakes and shortcomings by the time
she headed home.

The excitement from the game was still there,
but it felt separate from her real life. No matter
how many times she watched the trophy
being lifted, it did not change the fact that she
was still struggling to win her own daily
battles. She wanted to feel that sense of
triumph in her own character and her own
soul, not just through a screen.

She looked at the team scarf draped over her
chair. It was a symbol of a great win, but it was
someone else's victory. She had borrowed
their success for a moment to feel better
about herself, but the feeling was already
starting to slip away.

Elena leaned back and wondered if there was
a victory out there that actually belonged to
her. She wanted a triumph that did not fade
when the next season started—a win that
could actually change who she was on the
inside.



Popular apologetics questions about victory:
Why do Christians talk about needing to be “saved"?
If Jesus won the victory, why is there still suffering?
What does it mean that Jesus defeated sin?

Isn't it enough just to live a good life?

How do | know Christ’s victory is real?




More Than a Game: Why
We Hunger for the Win

When our team wins, we feel the victory deep in our bones. We jump, shout, hug
strangers, and replay the winning moment for days. Even though we never stepped
onto the field, it feels like our victory. We wear the jersey with pride, brag to rival
fans, and bask in the triumph as though we helped secure it.

Why do we hunger for our team's victory?

Because victory gives us a sense of triumph, strength, and accomplishment. These
are all things we long for but cannot always secure for ourselves. Watching the team
succeed feels like watching someone win on our behalf.

What does this reveal about us?

We all crave victory in our lives. In fact, we are obsessed with being victorious in our
attempts to be better versions of ourselves. We all desire to be a better spouse than
we currently are, a better friend, a better family member, etc. The list goes on and
on. We desire to be better; to be victorious. However, we fall short in our own
attempts and often settle for celebrating the victory of others. Unfortunately, no
team wins forever. And even when they do go on win streaks, their victories are their
own. Our longing to have a victory that lasts remains unfulfilled.

What do we do with this longing?

If we desire a victory that lasts, we must look beyond the pitch. The Bible teaches
that Jesus has already won the ultimate victory, defeating sin, death, and all
darkness through His death and resurrection. His triumph is not a fleeting moment.
It is eternal, and He shares it freely with all who trust Him.

Key Takeaway

Christ offers a victory greater and more lasting
than anything on earth, and He shares His triumph
with us.
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